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Selangor perlu tarik balik
syor mansuh hutan simpan

Shah Alam: Kerajaan Se-
langor perlu menarik balik
cadangan pemansuhan sta-
tus Hutan Simpan Kekal
(HSK) bagi Hutan Simpan
Kuala Langat Utara.
Hutan simpan itu sudah
menjadi khazanah Orang
Asli sejak tiga generasi la-
lu, malah itu kampung ha-
laman mereka kerana ter-
dapat tujuh perkampungan
Orang Asli di situ.
Setiausaha Agung Otai Re-
formis 1998, Abdul Razak Is-
mail, berkata kawasan itu ju-
ga menjadi tempat Orang As-
1i memburu haiwan liar dan
mengutip hasil makanan da-
ri tumbuh-tumbuhan liar
dan buah-buahan hutan.
“Otai  Reformis 1998
membantah keras cada-
ngan Kerajaan Selangor
mengeluarkan tanah dari
kawasan Hutan Simpan
Kuala Langat Utara dan ju-
ga cadangan Pemansuhan
Status Hutan Simpanan Ke-
kal membabitkan keluasan
kira-kira 930.93 hektar hu-
tan simpan itu bagi tujuan
pembangunan bercampur.
“Membangunkan kawa-
san hutan simpan itu akan
memusnahkan keadaan se-
mula jadi hutan, habitat,
flora dan fauna di dalam
hutan simpan itu dan akan
menjejaskan mata pencari-

an mereka.

“Tindakan membangun-
kan hutan simpan untuk
projek pembangunan ber-
campur ini akan memusnah
dan melenyapkan terus kha-
zanah alam semula jadi hu-
tan simpan yang dianggar-
kan berusia 8,000 tahun,” ka-
tanya selepas menyerahkan
memorandum bantahan ca-
dangan pemansuhan status
hutan simpan itu kepada
Exco Alam Sekitar, Tekno-
logi Hijau, Sains, Teknologi
dan Inovasi dan Hal Ehwal
Pengguna, Hee Loy Sian di
Pejabat Setiausaha Keraja-
an Negeri (SUK) Selangor;
semalam.

Selain Otai Reformis
1998, Naib Presiden 1 Per-
tubuhan Pelindung Khaza-
nah Alam (Peka), Saha De-
va turut menyerahkan me-
morandum bantahan yang
sama mewakili Peka.

Kedua-dua  memoran-
dum diterima Pengarah
Perhutanan Selangor, Mo-
hd Ridzuwan Endot yang
mewakili Loy Sian.

Abdul Razak berkata,
Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri
Amirudin  Shari mesti
membatalkan notis itu bagi
menunjukkan kerajaan ne-
geri prihatin terhadap
Orang Asli.

“Nasihat kami kepada

Menteri Besar, jangan go-
poh. Beliau masih muda. Da-
lam perkara ini, jangan go-
poh melenyapkan hutan itu.

“Pada 1994, kerajaan Ba-
risan Nasional (BN) ketika
itu keluarkan warta yang
sama seperti kerajaan Se-
langor hari ini buat, ketika
itu mereka mansuhkan
404.69 hektar dalam warta
kerajaan. Menteri Besar Se-
langor hari ini pecah rekod,
dua kali ganda daripada
UMNO BN buat.

“Jadi, kami beri tempoh
tujuh hari kepada kerajaan
negeri untuk tarik balik no-
tis ini. Jika tidak, kita akan
teruskan tindakan seterus-
nya dengan berhimpun di
depan pejabat SUK. Saya in-
gatkan Menteri Besar, ja-
ngan sebab perkara itu, ini
akan menjatuhkan kamu
dalam pilihan raya umum
akan datang,” katanya.

Beliau turut mengingat-
kan pengarah perhutanan
supaya lebih prihatin dengan
isu membabitkan hutan dan
masyarakat Orang Asli.

Sementara itu, Saha De-
va berkata, kawasan yang
terbabit dengan cadangan
pemansuhan status hutan
simpan itu kaya dengan
biodiversiti unik, termasuk
tupai pigmy vang hanya bo-
leh ditemui di tempat itu.
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Tangani kejadian paip pecah

Selangor laksana klausa
tambahan atas kelulusan
permit kerja PBT

Oleh ASYRAF MUHAMMAD

SHAH ALAM

erajaan  Selangor
akan melaksanakan
klausa tambahan ke
atas sebarang kelu-
lusan permit kerja oleh pihak
berkuasa tempatan (PBT) da-

Tangani kejadian paip pecah

ASYRAF MUHAMMAD

lam usaha menangani kejadian
paip pecah di negeri ini.

Exco Kerajaan Tempatan,
Pengangkutan Awam dan Pem-
bangunan Kampung Baru Se-
langor, Ng Sze Han berkata,
menerusi klausa ini, PBT mem-
punyai kuasa untuk mengeluar-
kan arahan pemberhentian kerja
(stop work order) untuk satu
tempoh bersesuaian sekiranya
berlaku sebarang kejadian paip
pecah semasa sebarang projek
pembangunan dilaksanakan.

Beliau berkata, klausa tam-
bahan permit kerja oleh PBT
juga akan mula dikuatkuasakan
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pada 1 Mac ini.

“Pada tahun lalu, Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor)
merekodkan 295 kejadian paip
pecah disebabkan aktiviti oleh
pihak ketiga di Selangor, Kuala
Lumpur dan Putrajaya.

“Bagi mengawal serta
mengelakkan kejadian sebegini
berulang, kerajaan negeri
bersetuju untuk melaksanakan
klausa tambahan ke atas kelulusan
permit kerja oleh PBT,” katanya
dalam satu kenyataan semalam.

Sze Han berkata, mana-
mana projek pembangunan
yang bakal dilaksanakan di

Full Color

140,000 I
420,000 'ﬁm
252 cm?

RM 5,342

RM 16,027

negeri ini juga perlu mendapat
ulasan daripada Air Selangor
terlebih  dahulu  bagi
mengenalpasti aset bekalan air
di rizab jalan awam dan rizab
jajaran paip air milik agensi itu.
Beliau berkata, Air Selangor
juga dikehendaki
mengemukakan ulasan tersebut
dalam tempoh lima hari bekerja.
“Langkah proaktif ini
merupakan satu mekanisme
dalam memastikan
kelestarian dan
kelangsungan bekalan
air kepada pengguna di
negeri ini,” katanya.
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Irresponsible individuals in
Klang are abandoning their
pets on the streets where
they become a public
nuisance. Sadly, most
strays caught by the local
council are euthanised. >2
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Klang’s growing dog woes

Local council deals with 15,000 strays due to irresponsible ownershlp and neglect

A stray dog at Lorong Kopi

in Pandamaran, Port Klang. MPK receives an average of 1,300 public complaints
SHAHRIL ROSLI/The Star

annually about stray dogs being a nuisance. — Photos: MUHAMAD

was overpopulation due to uncon-  the home,” he said. inthe dieclduem
uuﬂadhladlngumnushm who was chairman M from fights and hun-
of Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) wn&nyreﬂndmmmdng
: h..puwwﬂﬂphdnp and mu;:im ok e peﬂesumeymmmm
outside their homes and feed them. mmmhdpetmm not 'Our is to round up
“We have to seize these dogs as them. the strays. Our staff use a loop with
they will “Local councils have the unfortu- and s a
“The animal accuse MPK nate task of up this mess. mwammmuu?
of being heartless,” he said. , has its own “Last year, we 112 dogs
mw pound and it is run according to were
Petpositive % nes of the ' another 2,138 died in the pound
Thanasayan said the respaol Department. due to and injuries,” he said.
ties of local councils did not include ’nwdnpampm:hwnhy On its health depart-
setting up animal shelters for stray ~ veterinarian,” he said, adding that ~ ment ds RM50,000 annually to
animals, but to ensure that the WKmahnmumnkwm stray dogs.
streets were free of them to make it cils that had a rmmm;pim
safe, disease- and C for to enable m-aysm their Those who want a
public. Emud. mmmmmmﬁa
“Life is cruel for stray dogs as : said the stray dogs brought ]
they often die of diséase, neglect, to MPK’s pound in Bandar Sultan “Those who feed stray dogs
and poisoning. orend up  Suleiman in Port Klang were una- should consider adopting the ani-
as road kill ble to tolerate a confined area. mal and obtain a licence
ud:.;m people others weak -Mﬂmm?
are can
“But most people do not want fight with each other. ised a pet ownership talk in
- : = ; sﬂmwkhmmpmm “This is why many of them die in l:;:ﬁarmdlmpedmd:
A pack of stray dogs roaming in an alley off Jalan Jambu Bol 2 in ‘metelsm the pound,” he said. awareness reduce the num-
Azmi said in 2018, a total of 2,892 ber of abandoned dogs.

Taman Gembira, Klang. or i for dogs
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wnmmomsree LOCQ S in runnin
will get a new president next
month and two candidates, in their .
40s, are being considered for the f =)
post.

Young professionals who are or P
willing to listen to the people’s
grouses while providing construc- :
smng he s bong ooed . Two born and bred in K| fi ial candid
among the criteria being looked at.

e e b ok WO born ana bred In Klang among five potential candidates
who served as MPK president for
two terms, was transferred to the Shukri once commented that
Public Services Department in these postings at district offices and
rnisd-Noverﬂnheli's Iaris;eyg‘a: MBSA were a steep learning curve

peculation t Klang that him extensive knowledge
District and Land Office chief assis- of mg:lvigmes
tant district officer (ADO) Mohd With experience in administra-
Shahrizal Mohd Salleh, 40, and tion and land matters, Shukri was
Hulu Selangor District Council moted to assistant secretary
(MDHS) president Shukri E::I).mlmmtion) in the Selangor
Mohamad Hamin, 47, are being State Secretariat in April 2006.
considered for the post. He had also se as the chief

Both are born and bred in Klang. ADO in of development at

It is learned that the two are the Kuala District and
among five potential candidates Land Office in 2007 and Petaling
and the announcement on the new District and Land Office from
MPK nt will be made by the Decenmer 2012 until 2015.
middle of next month. : Udangk;ﬂ]age head Syed

Mohd Shahrizal is well known in ’ - : Mol ta.rsasaid
political circles and among civil Mohd Shahrizal is well known in Shukri is known to be friendly and Klang wanted a president who
servants as he had served as chief ~ political circles and among civil adventurous with an interest in would be able to listen to the peo-
private secretary to then Mentri servants. marathons and mountain climbing. ple’s views and resolve issues that
Besar Datuk Seri Mohamed Amzin range from collection of domestic
Ali from 2016 to 2018, Mohd Shahrizal has been with the  president in July 2018, Shukri from  rubbish and flash floods to pot-

He graduated with a degree in Klang District and Land Office Kampung Batu Belah, had served holes and public transport.
Mechanical Engineering from since 2018, giving him the opportu-  as Shah Alam City Council's secre- Taman Bayu Perdana Residents
Universiti Teknologi Petronas in nity to work closely with various tary for three years from July 2015.  Association vice-chairman
2003, and worked with an oil and departments in MPK. Shukri is known for his friendly ~ G. Mohan said the new MPK presi-
gas company as an executive engi- Since December 2019, the Bukit ~ and adventurous personality that dent must have a strict demeanour
neer in Terengganu. Naga native had been seen attend-  has seen him taking part in mara- to ensure that council employees

In 2004, Mohd Shahrizal entered  ing MPK’s full board meetings as thons and mountain-climbing get the work done, especially the
the civil service at the Selangor an observer and taking keen inter-  expeditions. : field supervisors in charge of
State Secretariat, giving him expo-  est in various issues. His civil service career includes  cleanliness, grass cutting and drain
sure in various aspects of adminis- Meanwhile, Shukri, who cele- the post of assistant district officer  desludging.
trative matters. brated his birthday on Monday, isa  (ADO) at the Gombak District and “We want basic matters attended

He also served at the Selangor Universiti Teknologi Malaysia grad-  Land Office in June 2003 before to. It is good to have a president
Islamic Religious Council as Organi-  uate in Administration and Land going to serve as administration who is born and bred in Klang as
sational Development sector head.  Development. officer at Kuala Langat Districtand  he would better understand the

Well-versed in land matters, Before being appointed as MDHS  Land Office in October 2005. town’s issues,” he added.
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Visitors receiving free basic health screening from
Medical Centre at the Sihat Fest 2020 carnival.

Sri

3

Medical centre provides free
screening at health carnival

IN CONJUNCTION with World
Cancer Day, Sri Kota Specialist
Medical Centre organised the
Sihat Fest 2020 in Taman Rakyat

effort in educating and raising
awareness of the importance
of regular health screening.

Sri Kota set up several booths

Other activities included a
dengue exhibition by MPK, crime
prevention exhibition by Klang
palice as well as machinery and

Klang in collaboration with Klang  for body mass index, blood pres- ipment exhibition by the
Municipal Council (MPK). sure, glucose and fitness tests. ang Fire and Rescue
Present to launch the pro- The National Cancer Society Department.
gramme was MPK acting presi- Malaysia (NCSM) and Breast “Sri Kota continues to be
dent Elya Marini Darmin. Cancer Welfare Association sup- committed to fulfilling our corpo-
This was followed by an aerobic  ported the event with an exhibi- rate citizenship by identifying and

dance performance.
The carnival saw 500 residents
who came to support Sri Kota's

tion to educate the public on can-

cer as well as complimentary ons-

ite breast cancer screening.

supporting worthy causes,” said
Sri Kota Specialist Medical Centre
hospital director Tan Suet Guan.
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SELANGOR FOLK TOO LAID-BACK

State has highest
number of dengue
cases this year,
making up 61pc
of 18,473 cases

TEOH PEI YING
KUALA LUMPUR
News@nst.com.my

HE laid-back attitude of
Selangor folk is the main
factor behind the state
having the highest num-
ber of dengue cases in the country.

Health Ministry statistics show
that there were 18,473 dengue cas-
es nationwide up to Feb 8, of
which 11,338 cases, or 614 per
cent, were in Selangor.

The Federal Territories, Kuala
Lumpur and Putrajaya was in sec-
ond place with 1,538 cases, fol-
lowed by Johor (1,492), Penang
(1,285) and Sabah (642).

Although there was an increase
of 502 cases, or 2.8 per cent, from
the 17971 cases recorded in the
same period last year, the number
of fatal cases had dropped from
301019,

The ministry’s vector-borne
disease section head, Dr Rose
Nani Mudin, said littering and
dumping had created an abun-
dance of human-made environ-
ments that were conducive for
Aedes mosquitoes to breed.

“It is difficult to change human
behaviour. Campaigns on anti-lit-
tering and ensuring a clean en-
vironment have been done over
the years, but the community’s
response is slow.

“To prevent dengue, we must
stress these two aspects — say no
to illegal littering and dumping,
which will reduce man-made
mosquito breeding grounds, and
promote a clean environment.

“This must be the agenda of lo-
cal councils, non-governmental

A Klang Municipal Council employee conducting fogging at a housir
Azman, Port Klang. Local communities must play a part in the fight against dengue. F1LE Pic

and governmental agencies to
eradicate dengue,” she told the
New Straits Times.

Rose said besides human be-
haviour, high population density
was another reason Selangor had
the most dengue cases.

“As one of the most densely-
populated states in Malaysia, ur-
banisation and high population
density facilitate the spread of
dengue in the community.

“Urban areas have a high hu-
man mobility rate. When infected
individuals visit a new place and

are bitten by an Aedes mosquito,

there is a high possibility the
virus will be transmitted to others
in that locality.

“Sometimes, it can happen
without the person knowing he is
a carrier. He may seek medical
treatment when symptoms start
to show, but if symptoms are mild
and are similar to symptoms of
other viral infections, it's diffi-
cult to be diagnosed.”

On efforts to curb the dengue
epidemic, Rose cited the Wol-
bachia project as one of the ini-
tiatives that the ministry had im-
plemented.

15

area in Taman Tengku Bendahara

“Phase one of the project was
conducted on July7 last year in 11
localities in Selangor, Kuala
Lumpur and Putrajaya, of which
eight were in Selangor. It will take
at least two years before we can
start seeing the impact.”

She said communities involved
in the project were receptive to it
and were encouraged to keep the
environment clean.

The Wolbachia bacteria arrests
the development of mosquito-
borne viruses, like dengue, Zika
and Chikungunya.

Mosquitoes with Wolbachia

PR

cannot transmit the virus when
they bite a human. When a Wol-
bachia-infected male mosquito
mates with a normal female
mosquito, the Wolbachia is trans-
ferred to the female.

On the reduction of dengue fa-
talities, Rose said it was the result
of cumulative effort by the min-
istry, including holding dengue
mortality meetings to review ev-
ery fatal dengue case at the state
level, chaired by state Health di-
rectors, to improve dengue man-
agement.

At the national level, she said, a
National Dengue Mortality Meet-
ing was held every four months to
analyse and identify improve-
ments to the fight against dengue.

“Healthcare officers must fol-
low guidelines on dengue man-
agement for adult and children at
government and private health
facilities.

“These officers will be given
continuous dengue management
training and attend conferences
on dengue,” said Rose, adding
that these efforts could lower the
dengue fatality rate.
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oelangor govt allocates RMa million to fight dengue

KUALA LUMPUR: The Selangor
government has allocated RMS
million to the local authorities to
combat dengue this year.

State Health, Welfare, Women
Empowerment and Family exec-
utive councillor Dr Siti Mariah
Mahmud said the fund would be
used to carry out preventive pro-
grammes, including clearing
mosquito breeding sites.

“We could conduct it at only 30

per cent of the breeding sites in
the state.

“It is ideal to conduct the pro-
gramme once a week in breeding
hotspots, but we have not been
able to do that due to financial
constraints,

“However, this can be addressed
through community initiatives.

“What we really need is to get
communities to join us in the
fight against dengue,” she told

PR Value

the New Straits Times.

Last year, the Selangor govern-
ment allocated RM3 million for
dengue prevention.

Health Ministry data showed
that 11,338 dengue cases were re-
ported in Selangor up to Feb 8. It
is 61.4 per cent of the total 18,473
cases recorded nationwide.

Although the number of cases
had increased compared with
the 10479 cases recorded in the

Black/white
36,278
108,834
187 cm?2
RM 3,395
RM 10,184

same period last year, dengue fa-
talities have dropped from 12 to
seven.

The health authorities had
identified 227 dengue hotspots
nationwide, of which 204 were in
Selangor.

Siti Mariah said many dengue
cases were recorded in urban ar-
eas, while in rural areas, the issue
was under control.

“The high rate of dengue cases

SILAMESE Ll T AR

(in urban areas) is due to pop-
ulation density. For instance, low-
cost housing areas with high pop-
ulation density are among the
identified hotspots for dengue.

“I urge the community to keep
their surroundings clean.

“Local councils are ready to de-
ploy machines to collect bulk
waste. Having awareness is cru-
cial in controlling and preventing
dengue.”
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